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Missionary Internships:
Bridging Cultures to Share the Love of Jesus

Opportunities abound in Africa, Asia, Europe, Oceania, and the Americas

by Brendan Kimbrough
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The Bridger Ministry opens a way for Anglicans of all ages to
‘bridge’ cultures (hence, the name) through experiential ministry
alongside a seasoned missionary and, in many placements, offers
the opportunity to live with a host family. Importantly, the sending
church ‘bridges’ to the host church in which the Bridger ministers,  sake of the Gospel. Typically, God has given them experience, a
enriching and expanding the Kingdom impact. specific skill set, or even a burden which has prompted them to

pursue their calling in a way that active missionary service can

begin to fulfill”

“God calls Christians into service in various seasons and life stages
—pre-career, mid-career, and post-career; says Lucy Chaves,
SAMS Bridger Ministry Coordinator. “We have had Missionary Serving cross-culturally as a Missionary Bridger intern has the
Bridgers in ages ranging from 18 to 88. However, we find thatthe ~ added spiritual benefit of discernment. If a Christian who knows

reason people serve as Bridgers has less to do with their age or life they want to serve begins to explore in greater depth what
stage and much more to do with faithfully responding to the desire  missionary service looks like day-to-day in a very specific cultural
the Holy Spirit has nurtured within them to serve others for the context, that process allows an element of refinement as God

leads and directs. If discernment can take place in parallel with the
actual exercise of ministry, then a confirmation of call towards or
away from similar ministry is that much more pronounced. Lucy
adds, “Discernment is not meant to be a solo project. Discernment
Lucy Chaves serves can and should occur with those serving alongside you. Thatsa

as SAMS Bridger big reason why our Missionary Bridgers are partnered with and
Ministry Coordinator mentored by an experienced long-term SAMS Missionary who

and asig fulliims walks alongside the Bridger.”
SAMS Missionary

focused on Kenya. In addition to leading the coordination of the Bridger Ministry,
Lucy herself is a full-time SAMS Missionary.

continued on page 7



SAMS Associate Director Denise Cox Retires from Full-time Staff Ministry Role

our Society gives thanks to the Lord for the ministry
Yof Denise Cox, who encouraged Missionaries in their

callings and equipped Senders to come alongside
these cross-cultural servants for 36 years. Stewart Wicker,
SAMS Mission Director, commended this beautiful ministry
chapter by exclaiming, “Denise Cox’s contributions and
sacrifices have furthered every aspect of your Society’s
mission to share the love of Jesus across cultures in fellowship
with the global Anglican church. Your Society has grown
through this gift, as well as through her enormous commitment
and perseverance to serve missionaries and the church.”

Denise will continue to contribute to the mission of your
Society through a transitional part-time ministry role. Her
primary focus in this role will be on the launch of a new
position with details shared below. Your prayers for Denise’s

next steps in this new stage of life, as well as for her husband
Phil and extended family, are valued!
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By God's grace Denise served in
several roles throughout her tenure
including equipping missionaries as
they prepared for the field, coming
alongside churches as they committed
to send missionaries, supporting and
caring for missionaries on assignment
and in fransition, and building Gospel-
centered relationships across cultures
with the global church.

God has used Denise to not only help us get started in
missions but to sustain us over the years.

— DAVE AND LUCY CHAVES

I’'m grateful for Denise’s wisdom, fantastically dry humor,
and godly leadership. Denise always had time for me.

— JESSICA HUGHES

them in their initial discernment, to equip them for their call, to
launch them across cultures, and to provide ongoing care for them -
as well as their Senders — is growing by God's grace.

ST Your Society’s capacity to come alongside Missionaries, fo encourage
J.

SAMS Missionaries Wade and Chelsea Weeldreyer have launched
into a new ministry as Co-Directors of Missionary Care and Mission
Engagement. Wade and Chelsea are centered on Missionaries, supporting
these servants who share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed
across cultures. They will also seek fo encourage churches and all Senders
to go deeper in global mission.

Wade and Chelsea recently returned from serving in Kigali, Rwanda.
Wade taught at the theological college of the Anglican Church of
Rwanda. Chelsea came alongside a Rwandan-led ministry, reaching out
to vulnerable women and children. They began serving as Missionaries
on the Home Staff Team in August, and their family will continue to be
financially supported by Senders in this missionary role.

We also are welcoming Kelly Shane fo a new position supporting missionaries logistically. Since Kelly and her husband Ryan
served for 22 years in the Middle East while raising a family, she has a heart for serving in this way.

Wade, Chelsea, and Kelly share a passion for the Gospel to be proclaimed to all nations. Their answering God's call helps
your Society to move forward in sending and supporting Missionaries to be witnesses and make disciples for Jesus Christ in
fellowship with the Anglican Church around the world. Your prayers for this expanded ministry are appreciated!
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September 1-6: Missionary Bridgers (One to twelve-month missionary interns):
Please lift up Catherine Annand (Uganda), David & Sarah Anderson (Southeast Asia), Deb Carr
(Kenya), Patrick Lutalo (Uganda), and Adrienne Salyard$S (Mexico). Give thanks to the Lord for the seeds
of the Gospel planted through Catherine’s and Adrienne’s recent missions. Pray that the ministries of Catherine,
David & Sarah, Deb, Patrick, and Adrienne would bear lasting fruit.

September 7-13: NORTH AMERICA: Mexico

Pray for Roger & Joanne in Mexico as they assume new responsibilities with the new church plant in San
Miguel de Allende and as Roger assists monthly there with services in English and Spanish. Intercede for safety,
traveling mercies, and stamina as they now minister in three different Mexican states each month.

Join in giving thanks for Meredith’s marriage to Tim Holt on August 30. Pray as she takes on a wider ministry
to the Mexican church in her new role with the diocese. Give thanks to God for her 28 years of service in
Fresnillo. May she persevere in the continued ministry relationships in Fresnillo through her new role.

September 14-20: CENTRAL AMERICA: Honduras

Join Cate Waddell, Amanda Scott, and Steve & Debbie Buckner in praying for the students of Joy
Christian Academy at LAMB, that by God's grace, they will know they are deeply loved by God Himself, and that
through Christ’s empowering Spirit they will be conformed more into His likeness.

September 21-27: CENTRAL AMERICA: Honduras

Pray for Jack Melvin as he serves the poor in Honduras through his Ministry of Presence to provide education
for the neediest of children. Pray for the many children there who suffer from health problems and for healing
and comfort in Jesus.

September 28—October 4: SOUTH AMERICA: Ecuador

Join Roberto & Cameron, Graham, Liam, and Francis Vivanco in celebration of God’s graciousness
and kindness in supporting the Education Equals Hope Ministry. It enabled them to support 1,437 students this
past year in Ecuador alone. Pray for the Vivancos as they make important decisions about their own children’s
education. Also, lift up the international church community of EFC that Roberto helps to pastor.

October 5-11: SOUTH AMERICA: Chile

Pray for Russ & Heidi Smith for a good finish to the year of the Rural Bible Institute, where they teach. Pray for
their ongoing ministries of Equipping Servants International and Moms in Prayer Infernational. Lift up the Reino de
Dios Church, especially during the Smiths” Home Ministry Assignment starting in January, and for Russ’ pastoral
assistant Gino Rupayan. Pray for Joshua and Marita’s transition to living in Chile after six years in the U.S.

Lift up Logan & Samantha Gates as they prepare to serve in Chile. Pray that these soon-to-be
missionaries will be well placed within the Anglican Church of Chile so that they may strengthen it,
especially among young people, professionals, and those wrestling with questions and doubts about God.

October 12-18: ASIA: Cambodia

Lift up to the Lord Gregory & Heidi, Saeeda, Brynne, Aubrey, vy, and Madeleine Whitaker,
especially as Gregory fakes a sabbatical in early 2026, his first after 12 years of serving in Cambodia. Join
the Whitakers in thanking God for this fruitful time in leading Church of Christ Our Peace. Pray also for the
continued growth of the Cambodian, Chinese, and English (international) congregations, and for the young
leaders serving in the Anglican Church of Cambodia.

Please pray for Anthony & Anna, Laurel, Bethel, Priel, Isobel, and Noel Pelloni as they settle
into their new home. Pray for Anthony as he works with the Khmer dorm leaders to implement a Healing
Prayer Ministry program into the student dorms. Ask the Lord to bless Anthony as he accelerates his
seminary class work. As Anna steps back to support the family during this intense time of study and
program creation, pray that she may continue to selflessly serve.

October 19-0ctober 25: ASIA: Indonesia

Pray for James & Nanci, Anna, George, Mary, and Della Long in Missouri as they continue to
support and encourage Providence Anglican Church (PAC) in Jakarta. Pray for the Indonesian pastor Aan
Hermawan. Lift up to the Lord the ministry to families that live under a bridge, to special needs children along
with their parents, and to refugees in need.
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October 26—November 1: AFRICA

Join Robert & Traci, Andrew, Peter, Daniel, and June Gresser in asking for God’s wisdom and
peace during their Home Ministry Assignment and transition to their new ministry assignment. Give thanks to
God for their Senders’ generosity and walking in discernment with them.

November 2-8: AFRICA: Rwanda

Pray for Ben & Cherie, Mae, Conor, Abigail, Jonathan, Michaela, and Shiloh Weber in their

first Home Ministry Assignment this fall. While they visit Senders, friends, and family, ask for safe travel and
spiritual and emotional refreshment. Also ask that God will connect them with new partners so that they might
refurn fo Rwanda encouraged and well supplied for their continued ministry. Pray for a good start for the school
partnership program and for a reopening of more churches in Rwanda so that pastors may be renewed and

that the physically challenged, who now walk long distances to worship, may be encouraged.

November 9-15: AFRICA: Uganda

Please pray for effective ministry for Janine LeGrand as she serves under a new bishop and leadership team in
the Diocese of MasindiKitara, especially as new health programs are implemented. Join her in thanksgiving for the
generosity and sacrifices of her supporters to fund her health ministry. Pray for the expansion of financial support.
Pray also for the health of the people in her areq, especially the most vulnerable who suffer when international aid
programs are constrained.

Pray with Richard & Martha Menees as they serve in the Diocese of Kigezi. Grant Richard energy and
creativity as he teaches at Bishop Barham Theological College. Pray that Martha and Richard continue fo

support and mentor youth in their academic pursuits, and that they both will be encouraged through their times of
fellowship with many different people. Pray that their original vision to use Bushara Island on Lake Bunyonyi would
come to fulfillment. Join the Menees in giving thanks to God for the increase in giving through generous Senders.

Please intercede on behalf of Jessica Hughes who has been battling cancer for almost three years. Pray
that the gliosarcoma tumor will be eradicated in Jesus’ name! Pray also that Jessica may finish her spiritual
direction Selah cohort well. Give thanks to the Lord for Jessica as she is a blessing to all and for her
ministry’s Kingdom fruit that continues to multiply disciples of Jesus throughout Africa and the world to the
glory of the Father.

Pray that Richard & Catherine Ranger would continue to bless others as they remain open to the Lord’s
guidance for the new roles they are offered (like preaching at the medical school in Kampala), and that
their work might bring value to the students at Uganda Christian University. Pray for their weekly group
fellowship, that it may be a way to open the hearts of all who come from different roles at the University
to the presence of the Holy Spirit to convict hearts about the truth of God’s Word. Pray that they would be
equipped fo continue to share the story of their life and work in Uganda in effective ways.

November 16-22: NORTH AFRICA

Please pray for J&K as their family seftles into a new ministry in North Africa after their recent move. Pray
especially for building relationships, learning the language, and laying new foundations for the Diocese of North
Alfrica. Ask the Lord to guide them in shaping sustainable, locally-led ministries that reflect His love and truth.

November 23-29: EUROPE: The Netherlands

Join David & Mary Beth, Austin, James, and Lily Alenskis in prayer as they prepare to move from
Canada to the Netherlands. Ask for God's provision through generous new ministry partners. Pray that they
receive full funding and that they share in meaningful final moments with family and friends while raising
support. Ask for God's profection while they travel throughout North America and, when the time comes, fo the
Netherlands. Pray for the family’s smooth transition with immigration, housing, school, and ministry.

Pray with Kerry & Cynthia Buttram as they make the transition from serving at Christ Church Amsterdam

to working more broadly among Anglican churches in NW Europe. Give thanks to God for the ministry fruit in
Amsterdam over six years. Pray as they engage in teaching, discipling, leading worship services, and providing
clergy and spouses pastoral care. Pray that Cynthia’s ministry as a spiritual director blossoms and that together
their work as a team deepens as they proclaim the Good News of Jesus in Europe.

Pray for Johann & Louise Vanderbijl as they minister at Christ Church, Heiloo. Strengthen and guide Johann
in his preaching and teaching ministries. Provide him with all he needs to sustain his writing projects all the way to
publication. Pray that the Lord would open even more opportunities for Johann to teach and mentor on a variety
of topics including biblical exposition, discipleship, poetry, archeology, and evangelism. Pray for travel mercies for
both he and Louise and for increased support from Senders.
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November 30-December 6: EUROPE: Germany

Pray that Missionary Candidates Lee & Ela, Moira, Oliver, Emmelia, Margaret, Beatrix, Joseph,
and Catherine Nelson, would continue to raise up Senders o partner with them in ministry, and would
have a Godly and joyous transition to Germany. Join them in praying that the transition would lead to
Knillcamp becoming a place for the training and formation of church planters and catechists. Pray also for the
camp to be a place of healing and refreat for missionaries and Gospel workers throughout the world suffering
from the effects of trauma and burnout.

December 7-13: EUROPE: Portugal

Pray for Steve & Veronica, Ayla, and Zelia Chisholm as they serve and as Steve leads Christ the King
Church. Ask the Lord to grant wisdom as Steve encourages his flock to move deeper info inviting others through
the Alpha Course, especially young people. Pray that generous hearts of new Senders would open to support
the Chisholms more fully as they seek to reach people in Portugal with the Gospel.

December 14-20: CENTRAL EUROPE

Pray for Steve V., who evangelizes by looking for opportunities for ordinary conversations with people that
would lead to spiritual sharing. As he walks and rides his bike to areas where people congregate, pray that
he would have an increase in divine appointments with people of peace whose hearts are open not just to
receive the Good News, but also spiritual direction for ongoing formation in Christ.

December 21-27: OCEANIA: New Zealand

Pray for Guy & Summer, Isaac, Quinn, Norah, and Addison Benton. Ask for the Holy Spirit to
continue to move in Wellington. Pray for the Alpha Course at All Saints, for the leaders and for those who are
curious about Jesus. Pray also for the state of mental health in New Zealand, particularly with children and
young people. Pray that their church would have God's guidance fo find creative ways to support the practical
needs of their community.

December 28-January 3: NORTH AMERICA: United States of America Refugees and
Other Immigrants

Join Daniel & Rebekah, Sabal, Darcy, and Mary Behrens in praying for wisdom, faith, and
endurance as they navigate new challenges to serving vulnerable populations in the Pittsburgh area,
particularly new refugees and asylum seekers. Pray that the Church will respond and extend the love and

truth of Christ during this uncertain time and that the steadfast love of the Lord be their foundation in this ever-
changing world.

Pray for Dan & Cesiah, and Lily Omar, whose ministry centers on reaching out to refugees and other
immigrants as Missionaries-inResidence at Holy Cross Cathedral in Georgia. Pray that the Lord would lead
them to people who can help them navigate the refugee community. Ask God to grant them wisdom and
boldness to confidently witness and proclaim the Good News of the Gospel as they assist individuals and
families who need help to start a new life here.

January 4-10: NORTH AMERICA: United States of America

Intercede for Eric & Liz, Zeke, and Elias Larson as they discern where and to whom God may be
leading them. May God be present with them and may they clearly hear God's promptings as they serve their
community and prepare for crosscultural ministry.

January 11-17: Associate Missionaries

Lift up to the Lord David & Patricia Ayres (church planting in Germany), Jesse & Sarah Blaine (church
planting), Chuck & Beth Bradshaw (theological and musical education in Uganda), Mary Choweniill
(entrepreneurial development in Uganda), Cathy Clevenger (rrauma healing ministry in Uganda), Matt &
Sora Colvin (theological education and health ministry), Bunny Cowan (teaching in Honduras), Wayne
& Nicole Curtis (youth ministry in South Africa), and Kathy Decker (communications in Peru).

Janvary 18-24: Associate Missionaries

Lift up to the Lord John & Ninfa Dixon (outreach on the Mexican border), Cathy Donahoe (health
ministry in the Dominican Republic), Chris Feuillade (education in Chile), Rusty & Tammy Firestone
(church development in Bolivia), Tom & Maryjane Furrer (health ministry in Nigeria), Margarita
Grachen (children’s ministry in Honduras), Allen & Rachel Hill (theological education), Mike & Betty
Kaszer (education ministry in Honduras), Grant & Wendy LeMarquand (diocesan development in
Ethiopia), Jacky Lowe (women’s minisiry in Madagascar), Jeannie Loving (social outreach in Honduras)
and Frank & Shawnee Lyons (youth ministry).
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January 25-31: Associate Missionaries

Lift up to the Lord lan & Polly Montgomery (diocesan ministry in Peru), John & Susan Park (leadership
development in Latin America), Trent Pettit (Ethiopia/global Anglican mission partnerships), Ana Reid
(social ministries in Honduras), Maunette Tait (education in Honduras), and Hunter & Stephie Van
Wagenen (evangelism in Spain).

February 1-7: GLOBAL MINISTRY FOCUS: United States of America

Pray for David & Lucy, Joshua, Paul, Zuri, and Mark Chaves for strength to yield to God's calling.
Pray for Lucy as she seeks the Lord on how best to use her newly acquired degree to the glory of God. Join
them in thanking God for the partnership between their Kenyan ministry and the C.S. Lewis Institute in the U.S.,
which has provided resources, discipleship, and apprenticeship in a way that inspires hope.

Join Anne Schaffer, SAMS Language and Culture Coach and Trainer, in giving thanks for all who support
her ministry which has enabled language and culture coaching among Missionaries. Pray for perseverance for
the Missionaries who must learn the language, culture and customs of their specific context as they communicate
and bear witness to the Gospel, and that Anne would be a faithful encourager to many.

February 8-14: GLOBAL MINISTRY FOCUS: United States of America

Lift up Todd & Patsy McGregor and their various callings. Pray for Patsy’s writing and fulltime ministry to
spread the good news of God's love through the musical, Miaraka: A Time to Dance. Pray for Todd's work
as SAMS mission coach, helping people from different backgrounds in his coaching work, as well as in
partnership development and engaging leaders and churches to become more mission-minded.

Pray for Mike & Kim, Katherine, and Liliana Miller, as they serve and support missionaries and families
from around the world. Ask God's blessing on Mike's work as a pastor to missionaries and Kim's work as a
peer supporter and debriefer of missionary families. Pray especially for Third Culture Kids to be nurtured and
supported.

Lift up Mary & Jack McDonald. Pray that the Lord would grant Mary wisdom to order her time well across
the ministries in which she serves including Christian Veterinary Mission, International Student Ministry, Anglican
Creation Care Network, and FA.R.M. Lift up Mary as she speaks to different groups this Fall and in 2026, and
that her ministry would draw people closer to Christ and inspire others to honor Christ with their lives. Pray for
Jack’s ministry with Sudan Church Partners.

Pray for Jared & Abbi, Theodora, and Olivia Wensyel as Jared takes on a new ministry in directing
the Sudan Church Partners and Abbi continues to support the church-planting ministry of Always Forward.

February 15-21: GLOBAL MINISTRY FOCUS: United States of America

SAMS Home Staff Team: Nita Dempsey, Brendan Kimbrough, Julie Kirik, Howard McClellan,
Dana Priest, Kelly Shane, Wade & Chelsea Weeldreyer, and Stewart Wicker. Pray for the Home
Staff as they themselves work to support, pray, encourage and equip missionaries as well as mobilize the North
American Church for cross-cultural mission.

Pray for Wade & Chelsea, Evelyn, and William Weeldreyer as they adapt fo life in the States. Give
thanks for many moments of peace in a season of saying farewell to Rwanda, as well as a meaningful summer
with friends and family. Pray for Wade & Chelsea as they take on their new ministry as Missionaries on the
SAMS Home Staff Team serving as Co-Directors of Missionary Care and Mission Engagement. Give thanks to
the Lord for the Weeldreyers’ Senders and for the ongoing prayer and financial support in their new role.

February 22-28: SAMS Family

Pray for all who are inquirers and applicants for missionary service. Ask the Lord to guide them and
give them crystal clear discernment about their calling. Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in North
America that would lead fo a sizeable increase in the number of people wanting to inquire about or become
missionaries.

Give thanks to God for all Senders and their unwavering commitment to pray, support, and encourage
Missionaries in partnership with Jesus’ Great Commission “to make disciples of all nations.”



YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED

SAMS-USA COMPLIMENTARY
RECEPTION AND DINNER

“GO WHERE GOD LEADS”
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 4 PM

(concludes a half hour before the opening plenary)

New Wineskins Conference in North Carolina
Ridgecrest Conference Center
Johnson Springs Building, Level 2

® GROW RELATIONSHIPS with SAMS Missionaries and other Anglicans from around
the world at the gathering points for each continent and at your dinner table.

e HEAR TESTIMONIES of God's work in drawing all nations through his
Son Christ Jesus.

® PRAY FOR CHRIST TO BE PROCLAIMED faithfully among all nations and for those
who carry the Good News.

® BE ENCOURAGED in the calling of Senders and how God may be leading you
“further in” as you enter the New Wineskins Conference.

COME TO THE RECEPTION TO SPICE UP YOUR LIFE OR
LATER STOP BY THE SAMS EXHIBIT IN THE MAIN HALL.

= Savor the flavors of take-home spice blends
- ~and recipes from each continent prepared
- 4’ especially for you and submitted by our
- “— .

o
[
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missionaries and senders.
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Missionary

Internships
continued from page 1

She is based in the US. but leads
avery active youth discipleship
ministry in Kenya, operating in
different parts of the country. She
has unique insights on missionary
service cross-culturally. “Bridgers
actually learn how to speak in
people’s heart language. You live
with people where they live. And
the longer you do that and the
better you become at learning
their heart language the more
you begin to appreciate people
within their own cultural context.
Culture is a good teacher, and the
better you understand it the better
equipped you'll be to minister to
people more effectively.

The insights you gain are a real
blessing. Once you come to better
understand people in their own
context, you begin to see things
from their point of view, and it
not only enriches your own life

as a Bridger, but it humbles you,
enabling you to develop deep and
lasting friendships of love and
understanding. After all, isn’t that

what our Lord wants us to do?”

Ifyou are interested in serving

as a Missionary Bridger,

plmse contact Nita Dempsey,
SAMS Bridger Ministry
Logistical Coordinator, at
info@sams-usa.org or call her
at (724) 266-0669. Lucy and
Nita look forward to walking
with you and your church as you

discern next steps.




Equipping the Global Church

NON PROFIT ORG.

.S. POSTAG
CONTENTS S
Pittsburgh, PA

Missionary Internships:
Bridging Cultures to Share

Permit No. 425

Post Office Box 399

Ambridge, PA 15003 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
TEL: (724) 266-0669

SAMS Associate Director e-mail: info@SAMS-USA .org

Denise Cox Retires from WWW.SamSs-Usa.org

Full-time Staff Ministry Role

the Love of Jesus

SAMS Catalyzing Growth
in Sending and Supporting

Missionaries!
SAMS Prayer Calendar
SAMS Reception and Dinner

JOIN US AT O Lo
THE SAMS PRE-CONFERENCE ROUNDTABLE Scan the QR Code to

HOPE FOR THE NATIONS View Our Memorials

THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS and fonors
WITH THE GLOBAL CHURCH

Wednesday September 17, 8:30 AM
(concludes with the SAMS Reception and Dinner)

Discover how you or your church may encourage the church
around the world in making disciples of Jesus across cultures
through this interactive round-table with global Anglican

leaders and SAMS missionaries.

Scan the QR code to get more
information and sign up,or
email info@sams-usa.org




