September 2007

Dear Friends,

SAMS missionaries Juan and Maria Marentes were meeting with ten Bible study companions in Lima on August 15th when the building they occupied shook for nearly two full minutes.  At its center, off the coast of Peru some 95 miles south of Lima, the earthquake measured 8.0 on the Richter scale.  Throughout the country it left at least 514 dead, 1,090 wounded, and 100,00 homeless.  After the confusion and fear of the initial shock subsided in Lima, Juan asked the Bible study group to read together the following verse:
Lord let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting my life is… Surely everyone stands as a mere breath… they heap up and they do not know who will gather.  And now, Oh Lord, what do I wait for?  

My hope is in you.  - Psalm 39: 4-7
Juan then asked this question, “What would you do if you knew you have just six more months of life?”  Most of us don’t ever consider that question.  If we did, could we say that our lives were pleasing to God?  Could we say that our hope is in the Lord?

SAMS exists so that missionaries can share hope of the Gospel with people who need to know Jesus, to experience abundant life in this world and eternal life in the next.  There is no question that SAMS missionaries depend on your prayers and financial support for their ministry, and for that we thank you very much.  But have you considered ministering alongside your missionaries?

We encourage you to put together a short-term team from your church to visit and work with your SAMS missionaries in Peru or elsewhere.  Your support and project participation will make a great difference in your missionaries’ ability to do what God has called them to do in sharing Jesus with those who need Him. 

Enclosed you will find a brochure about SAMS short-term teams.  We have training dates scheduled for:

North Hollywood, CA November 9-10, 2007, 
Central Florida December 7-8, 2007, and 
Pittsburgh, PA February 16-18, 2008.  
Please consider attending one of these seminars to learn how you can assist your SAMS missionaries on the field.

I look forward to hearing from you!

Lynn Bouterse

P.S.  If you would like to send support to Peru, please send a check payable to SAMS with “Peru Relief” on the memo line and 100% or your gift will go to the Diocese of Peru relief effort. 
