








February 2010
Dear Partners in Ministry,
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” -- Hebrews 10:24-25

It is important for us to gather with other believers.  We are told in Proverbs 27:17 we are told “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  If that is true in the natural world, it is far more true for those of us who have been baptized into the Body of Christ, and must function together as mutually dependent—and complementarily gifted—members of that body.  I trust that each of you is a member of a local expression of that world-wide Body, or that you are seeking a group of believers you can join.

Here at the SAMS home office, we typically gather once a day for staff prayers, lifting up our needs and those we learn of from our missionaries and supporters.  We also gather weekly to have a staff meeting and see how each of us are doing in our individual tasks.  Occasionally we have missionaries, candidates, interns or other visitors stopping by to share about their ministries and callings, or learn more about our ministry, and we gather with them over lunch.  Our Board meets with the staff twice a year, and once by themselves, to seek the Lord’s guidance, set goals and make plans for the long term.  And once every three years, in conjunction with the New Wineskins for Global Missions conference, we try to gather as an entire Society in Ridgecrest, North Carolina.
We invite you to join us for the next of those gatherings on April 8, 2010.  We will host a panel composed of bishops from a representation of the international dioceses with whom we partner at 2:30 p.m., and at 4:15 p.m. we will hold a reception and dinner with several of our missionaries around the theme of “What in the World is God Doing?”  The events are complimentary for all participants of the New Wineskins conference, and we will conclude our gathering 30 minutes before the main conference begins.  
I hope that many of you will be able to join us, and if you can please e-mail Nita Dempsey at info@sams-usa.org to let her know you’ll be attending.  If you can’t be there in person I trust you will join us in spirit by praying for our gathering.  

Yours in the service of the Gospel,
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Dana Priest
Donor Relations Associate

P.S.  If you would like to donate to relief efforts in Haiti or Chile, you can do so on our website or by making checks payable to SAMS with “World Relief – Haiti” or “World Relief – Chile” in the memo line.  See our website www.sams-usa.org for more information.

