August 2009

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your prayers and financial support of SAMS.  We know that our financial struggles are not unique among individuals or ministries, which makes your support all the more meaningful to us.
One of the programs in SAMS Short-Term Ministries is the facilitation of short-term teams to serve alongside our missionaries.  Teams are made of people who train together for several months in preparation for a one- to two-week assignment overseas.  Their goal is the completion of a project that will enable their SAMS missionary to share the Gospel more effectively.  
Another short term opportunity is SAMS’ Bridger program which is a step beyond short-term team ministry.  Bridgers are individuals who want to participate in missionary service but are unable to commit to three years of ministry.  Our program allows individuals to work with a SAMS missionary for several weeks up to one year.  Bridgers range in age from 18-88 and, believe it or not, we send as many retired people as we do young people.  
Christian missionary service is about Jesus.  That’s why both programs work as a partnership between the team member, or the Bridger, and SAMS to carry out the Matthew 28:19 mandate to tell others about Jesus.  Don’t worry, we don’t send you out to street corners and expect you to proselytize.  We do expect your behavior to be such that people will be drawn to you, and in doing so learn what Jesus means to you and how He has shaped your life. 
SAMS missionaries need teams to help them in their respective ministry areas all year long.  Team opportunities can be found on SAMS’ website at www.SAMS-USA.org.  We’ve scheduled our Pittsburgh Team Leaders’ Training for January 16-18, 2010.  We’ll train your team to be the best you can possibly be to make a difference for the Kingdom.  Register online or call the SAMS office.
Bridger information is also on our web site.  For current SAMS Bridgers, look under Internships. To read their individual newsletters or BLOGS click More Info in the upper right hand corner of each Bridger’s home page.  The next Bridgers training is January 6-8, 2010 in Ambridge, Pa.  Contact me if you are interested.
Just as you are committed to us through your contributions and prayers, we are committed to you.  We never take for granted your spiritual and financial support and we are always available to you and your efforts to share Jesus with those who don’t know Him. 
May the Lord bless your day! 
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J. Lynn Bouterse

Short-Term Ministries Coordinator
